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10 Sentember 1952

LNRANTTIC FOR: Chief, BE
SUNJECT ¢ Byvaluation of USSR Program conducted by COffice of Training
in tre basis of hearine the lectures for only one week myself, and

Miark hearing them for 2% weeks, we offer the following comments:

1. Wwe both feel that this type of area program can contribute to increasing
analyst effectiveness, because it offers a comprehensive view of the political.
and economic history of an area thus offering a key to what that area's future!
actions may be. Although much of this material can be covered by reading,
it seems to us that there is a great deal to be gained by hearing the comments
of men whose lives have been devoted to a particular subject, and that much can
be gained from discussions which may follow such comments.

we believe the nrogram might be even more useful if more time was devotdd
to a consideration of current problems in the area, and conjectures as to means -

that are beinp taken to solve them,

2. Ue both feel that this particvler program was useful to vs =2lthough
we heard such = small part of the lectures. The compsrison of UE living
standards with those of the USSR was especislly interesting because such

corparisons involved a consideration of all aspects of the USSR economy.

3. a. The subject matter was relevant although not new, However,
in amx discussion of an slready familiar subject, one usually has an opportunity
to hear an aonraisal that is new. we believe that both the lecturers had

a great deal of new material to present to familiar subjects.

b. The manner and method of presentation were satisfaqtory, except thét
a discussion neriod at the end of tke lectures on economics would have been
effective, we believe,
¢c. wWe do not feel in a nosition tc corment cn tre time a2lloted for
the orogram in peneral, but we think that the two-hour lecture rericis were
anite satiafactory,
d, Time 2170tted tc discussion was satisfactory for the rolitical

course, but as noted above, more discussion ﬁeriodé in economics would have
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heen effective,

L. we believe thatl snprlementary reading would bhe fine, tut do aot feel

that the preveration of pavers would be very feasible since such papers requird :
a pood deal of research and the pure mechanics of writing them takes up mucn

time,
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